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The Autism Act (NI) 2011 and IQ
(It’s as simple as ABC)

The campaign for Autism legislation was necessary for many reasons and one key issue was the need to correct an historic misunderstanding. In the 1980s and early 1990s, many thought “Autism” was synonymous with “Learning Disability”. So the design of disability services and the content of disability discrimination legislation reflected this.

Increased research and better diagnosis revealed that Autism was a condition that impacted across the entire intellectual spectrum.

This resulted in a huge gap developing because the measurement for gaining access to services remained the same (IQ below 70 or mental illness) while the condition of ASD expanded in definition, complexity and prevalence. 

Government departments failed to address this growing chasm despite persistent engagement by Autism NI. It was therefore inevitable that the campaign shifted its focus to changing the underlying causes of social injustice, underfunding and inequality through a major change in the law.

The Autism Act (NI) 2011 therefore represents the efforts of many to create an open and just society for individuals with ASD. It creates the basis for legal action in cases of intellectual discrimination.
	The Autism Act (NI) 2011


	Impact upon IQ level ASD

	A. Clause 1 (2) updates NI Disability law to clearly include individuals who have a substantial and long term difficulty in:-

· “taking part in normal social interaction; or

· forming social relationships”.

N.B. the definition of disability has been widened to include ASD, ADHD, etc, through the above clarification or qualifying criteria (in daily activities).

	Previously (before the Autism Act (NI) 2011) there was ambiguity and confusion which meant that ASD was categorised under existing categories of “mental health” or “learning disability”.

N.B. the inclusion of the “social” defining criteria means that public bodies must now also include “social” criteria in their services, e.g. access to services or public buildings.

	B. Clauses 2 and 3 make this the first legislation ever that legally requires that all government departments must plan together with one specific focus.

THAT FOCUS IS ASD!

The task is to create a government strategy for ASD.

	Previously cooperation and joint funding of services has been the exception rather than the rule.

The Autism Act (NI) 2011 shifts the focus from using IQ as a barrier to using equality, rights and skills as a door to opportunity, e.g. what can government departments all agree to plan together on for ASD?


	C. Clause 3 (4) legislates for an Autism Awareness Campaign.
	This must include training for public bodies on the implications for their practice of the new changes to the Disability Discrimination Act, e.g. that ASD crosses the entire spectrum of intellectual ability.
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